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FROM MISS SEDGWICK^

New York i March 1832.

.... My dear Mrs. Smith I fear that while I
was in your city I must have appeared to you very cold
and unmoved by your cordial and constant kindness. I
was not so. I saw so much that was new to me, had so
many new subjects of curiosity and interest opened upon
me, that I was the passive recipient of a multitude of
impressions, without being able on my part to make any
demonstrations of feeling. I assure you I brought with
me and shall retain a deep sense of your cordiality and
effective benevolence towards me. I have had much
pleasure in reading your parting gift. You have de-
lineated very common infirmities in our society in a
natural and unoffending manner. It is a great matter to
avoid alarming the pride of the class you would mend.
Of all writers the moral writer has-the most difficult
task. The religious teacher comes forth invested with
authority and armed with panoply divine, but he who
would shoot folly as it flies rushes amidst a hostile army,
and for the innocent brush he has given, may receive a
cloud of arrows dipped in gall. I some times think with
Moliere who says somewhere in two very pithy lines,
that there is no folly equal to his who attempts to mend
the world. And yet the best of every age from the
Divine Author of our religion down to the humblest but
sincere follower have been engaged in this mending
work. Then let us believe it a noble one and do not
you, my dear Mrs. Smith, be faint hearted in it. ...

Mr. Calhoun's pamphlet has here,2 as I presume every

1 Catherine Maria Sedgwick wrote a number of successful novels and
sketches, one of which ''Redwood" (1824) being published anonymously
was translated into French and attributed to J. Fenimore Cooper.

* In reply to General Jackson's charges in the Seminole affair.n, when every-ave any "little delicacy pre-
